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By participating in our workbook challenge, you understand that Just Measuring Up is a DIY home and craft blog. 
Our purpose is to educate and empower fellow DIY crafters.
 
This workbook is for informational and educational purposes only. 

We are not responsible for the ultimate success, failure, or outcome of your project or your attempt at creating  
anything in this workbook. By following anything seen in this workbook, you assume all risk for doing so. You  
further agree that by attempting anything seen in this workbook, you will use common sense, best judgment, and 
take responsibility for complying with local and federal laws, regulations, and safety rules.
 
Although we do our best to make sure all of the information contained herein is up to date and/or accurate, we do 
not make any representation that all the information contained herein is accurate or free of errors at all times. We 
do not assume any responsibility for accuracy of the workbook information, or its safety or efficacy as it applies to 
you. 
 
We do not offer any representations, guarantees, or warranties, of any variety by using this workbook. This  
workbook is offered “AS IS” and without representations, guarantees, or warranties of any kind, including but not 
limited to, implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose, neither express nor implied, 
to the extent permitted by law.  We are not liable for damages of any kind related to your use of this workbook.
 
By using this workbook, you implicitly signify your agreement to all of the terms contained herein.
 
If you have any questions about this disclaimer, please contact Just Measuring Up at eileen@justmeasuringup.
com. Thank you.

Copyright 2019 Just Measuring Up
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Hello and Welcome!
I am so beyond thrilled to have you here! You just took your first step toward more  
creative time this holiday season! 
 
A little bit about myself - I’m a fellow mama, wife, crafter, former public school  
teacher, and owner of the website Just Measuring Up.  I love being creative in everyday 
life and I love to make others’ day a little brighter. You’ll see that a lot of my crafts and 
ideas are simple but give you (and your little ones) opportunities to be creative. 
 
The holidays are such a beautiful and special time. However, often the beauty and fun 
gets lost with all of the busyness and stress - and trying to fit in every last thing. 
 
Holidays aside, as a mama, some days the whole day is spent in fight or flight mode,  
putting out little fires here and there. All that definitely takes a toll. The purpose of this 
book is to help bring a different perspective, bringing the creativity back into the holidays. 
It will hopefully encourage you to slow down, cut some things out, and give you  
motivation and ideas to be creative. 

Self-care is a word that is flying around these days, and it is soo soo important! You have 
to take care of yourself, mama, so you can keep taking care of your family. Painting, 
drawing, crocheting, crafting - are all definitely a form of self-care. Being creative is a 
form of meditation, taking your body out of stress mode and into relaxation. It’s a way of 
making time for yourself and creating something beautiful at the same time.  

So, play some music that speaks to your soul or gets you amped up (whichever you are 
preferring in that moment), and get started on that craft or hobby that speaks to you. Let 
this book be a guide, giving you lots of ideas to be creative and crafty, and not feel wiped 
out by the holiday season.  
 
Remember, slow down.  
 
Make some time for YOU.  
 
Make some time for creativity.  
 
Make some special memories with your children. Forget the other  
stuff! That’s what the holiday season is all about. 
 
Wishing you and your family a beautiful holiday season, filled with  
love, hope, and creativity. 
 
Lots of Love, 

Eileen
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First and foremost... you
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11 Ways for the Creative Mama 
to Stay Sane this Holiday Season

3 Cut some things out. On the same note, cut some things out this year to make the 
holidays less stressful for you. If you don’t want to host dinner, pass the torch to someone 
else or turn dinner into a potluck. If you don’t want to decorate your entire house, cut back. If 
making homemade cookies for the masses is making you nuts, find a tradition that will be more 
enjoyable. 

4  Do what you can ahead of time. Think about what the holidays are like for your family. 
Think about the stressors - what you can cut out and what you can do ahead of time. Personally, 
holiday shopping always feels stressful to me. This year, I am determined to do it ahead of time. 
Think about what you can do before the holiday craze hits, and it will definitely take a weight off.

5 Don’t overbook yourself. It’s so easy to overbook yourself during the holiday season, and 
it just ends up in late nights and tantrums. In my family with our little ones, right now we can 
handle one outing per day. If it’s more than that, it gets too hectic. Know what you and your kids 
can handle, and if it feels like too much, don’t commit to it.

6 Take care of yourself without the mom guilt. Don’t forget that you need to take care of 
yourself this holiday season too. You can’t take care of everyone else with no gas in your tank. 
Plan some time to recharge. Take a hot bath or enjoy a Netflix binge - whatever brings you joy! 
Being a mom is the hardest job in the world, and you definitely should enjoy the small breaks. 

1 Realize you can’t do it all. The holidays can get so 
busy with shopping, parties, baking, and guests. If you try to 
squeeze every little thing into a completely packed schedule, 
it will be way too much for you to handle, and it takes the 
fun out of the holiday season. Don’t try and fit in every little 
thing. Nobody can do it all.

2 Make a list of things you want to get done this hol-
iday season – and stick to that. As you are reading through 
this guide, which is filled with tons of ideas, pick out the 
things that you want to make a priority this holiday season, 
and make a fun little list. You can use pg. 98-99 to help. 
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7  Let kids work alongside of you. So many times it feels easier to do things on our own rather 
than include the kids. Yet, kids love to help, and it doesn’t need to add more time onto your task. 
If you are baking in the kitchen, give your toddler a bowl of his own to stir or have your children 
help you. Working on a DIY? Give your children a little craft project to work on too. It can be 
something so simple like a piece of wrapping to color while you are wrapping gifts or one of the 
dollar crafts from the craft stores.

8  Delegate or ask for help. This holiday season maybe your partner can help with the 
cooking? Maybe your mom can watch the kids while you have some downtime? Maybe your 
older kids can take over a few tasks – such as wrapping gifts. Think about the daily grind or the 
holiday craze and see what you can delegate out. You can’t do it all, and it feels good to have 
help. Plus, family and friends are usually happy to help out.

9 Create and enjoy downtime. Part of the holiday season is enjoying the peacefulness 
of it. Unfortunately, the holiday rush and stress can definitely take over. Make time to have a 
quiet evening or quiet mornings. Watch a holiday movie, take a bath, or spend your time being 
creative. Being crafty and creating is such a great to destress. 

10 Try to get organized ahead of time. Before the holiday craze hits, try to get organized 
ahead of time. If you’re hosting, see what you can set aside or buy early (tablecloths, paper 
products, etc). If you make monthly trips to BJs or Sam’s Club, see if you can buy twice as much 
one month and skip the next month. If you need tips for keeping your home organized during 
the holidays, see page 12.

11 Find ways to be creative this holiday season. When 
creative people have all these ideas and plans and don’t 
have time or energy to do them, it’s really stifling. Make sure 
you take time to be creative this holiday season – whether 
it’s taking 10 minutes and watercolor painting with your kids 
or making a few DIY presents after the kids go to bed.  
 
You definitely want to find a way to channel your creativity. 
It’s one of the simplest joys. Hopefully this book will give you 
tons of ideas to bring more creativity into your holidays. 
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Holiday Decorating Tips
for the Creative Mama

It’s so easy to get caught up in the hoopla of beautifully decorated houses on Pinterest and  
Instagram and then feel that yours isn’t enough, especially when you’re the creative type. 

Your home might not be magazine-perfect (mine sure isn’t!) but it is the beautiful home you’ve 
created for your family and poured your love into. When it comes to holiday decorating...

There have been years where I’ve decorated my house with 
four Christmas trees and where I’ve had decorations in every 
room, even the bathroom.

And, there have been years where the only decoration I’ve put 
up is just one half-decorated Christmas tree. 

However, I love staring at a gorgeously decorated and lit 
Christmas tree. It provides me with such a peaceful feeling. 
The year that I wasn’t able to put all of my decorations up, I 
felt like something was missing. 

              Do what  
       works for you.

That being said, everyone is different. One of my dear friends doesn’t enjoy decorating at all. 
She puts up a cute decal of a Christmas tree on the wall and her kids decorate their 2-D tree. 
They all absolutely love it. 

So, mama, do what works for you and what makes you happy. 

Decorate it all or decorate minimally.  
 
Decorate before Thanksgiving or on Christmas Eve. 
 
Heck, leave the tree up all year if you want! We almost did that one year when we had a 
newborn. Don’t worry about what others think - it’s what works for you.

On the next two pages, I’m sharing some fun holiday decorating tips. Also, I’m sharing a few 
ways you can scale back your decorating, if that’s what you want. And last, I have a few holiday 
repacking tips that are super helpful! 
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Easy Decorating Tricks and Tips
1 Use what you have. You don’t need to go out and buy the perfect garland or the prettiest  
bowl filler. Get creative with what you already have.

2 A little greenery goes a long way. Adding greenery here and there can bring the perfect 
holiday touch. Greenery includes freshly cut ones from your yard - simple and easy!

3 Fill bowls and dishes with pinecones, ornaments, or festive candies. This is a really easy 
way to add festivity to everyday items.  

4 Add ribbon to pillows (to look like a present) and other everyday items to bring festivity.  

5 Buy clearance at the end of the season. This is great for lights and greenery. You can get a 
lot of things for the following year for cheap! 

6 Felt trees are great for babies and little ones. If you have little ones that want to take the 
tree apart, make them a felt tree all for themselves. See page 72 for instructions. 

7 Use washable markers to write holiday messages on the bathroom mirror or draw 
snowflakes on the windows. 

8 Use free printables to decorate (swap out pictures  
or other décor during the year). 

9 Have kids make their own decorations – holiday 
chains, pom-pom garlands, and cotton ball snowmen.  

10 If it takes you a while to get your decorating just  
right (this happens with me!), take pictures after you’re  
done, so you can reference it for the next year. 

11 Display your holiday cards in a fun way. We like to  
make a tree with them on an empty wall. 
 

12 Put away some of your everyday decor. If you  
have a lot of Christmas décor, put away some of your  
everyday décor to make your home look less cluttered  
during the holidays.  
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Repacking Tips
1 When you pack up your holiday décor, pack up your bins per room. I have a bin for the family 
room, a bin for the living room, and a bin for the kitchen. Additionally, I have the ornaments for 
each tree stored by tree. This makes decorating (and undecorating) so much easier! Some years, 
I don’t touch the kitchen or living room box, and the way I packed it makes it easy to do so! 

2 When ordering gifts online, save your tan packing paper and bubble wrap for after the 
holidays. Then, you can use these to wrap up your decorations.

If You Want to Cut Back…
If you want to scale back your decorating, here are a few ideas to do so: 

1 Put up half as many ornaments on your tree. The year that I had trouble getting just one 
tree up, I used about half as many ornaments. No one missed them (okay I might have), but it 
was an easy way to still decorate a tree but with less work.

2 Reuse decorations. Make a wreath for the holidays that also will work all through the 
winter. Add a few hearts on it, and you can keep it up through February. Another idea is to hang 
a holiday printable sign in a picture frame that you can easily swap out for a winter one (and 
then spring, summer, etc). If you keep reusing decorations, then you have less to take out and 
put away.

3 Donate decorations that you haven’t used in years. We all have those holiday boxes that 
sit in our garage that never get touched year after year. This year, go through them and keep 
what you like and donate what you don’t.

4 You can always just decorate one or two rooms (e.g. kitchen and living room) and skip the 
rest. I used to love to decorate upstairs, but it adds so much more work. One day, I will, but 
today isn’t that day.

5 If you decorate outside, keep it minimal. If you  
usually put lights on two floors, just do one. Alternatively, 
you can just do decorations and skip the lights. 

6 Think about what makes decorating hard and fix  
that problem. Is storing the tree difficult? Maybe get a  
smaller tree or one that collapses more easily. Does the  
mess that decorating makes drive you nuts? Get rid of the  
garland that sheds or see the below tips that making  
unpacking and repacking easier!
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5 Tips for Keeping Your Home Organized
during the Holiday Rush

One wonderful way to free up more time during the holiday season is through keeping the 
household organized. With the house organized, you’ll free up all that time you usually spend 
tidying up and putting things back where they go. 
 
The below tips will help you keep your home organized during the holidays and give you more 
time to be creative! 

1 Have systems in place for high traffic areas. I am not the most organized person (I was 
before children!), so there are definitely some hot spots in our home. The laundry room, the 
mudroom, the kitchen – all day, everyday.  
 
If you have places like these, think about what will make the area more organized. It could be 
something as simple as a basket to collect papers or a bin for extra shoes. It doesn’t need to be a 
massive rehaul. Here are some examples:  

• Is food in the fridge forgotten about? Add a “Needs to Be Eaten” sign on a whiteboard in the 
kitchen. It definitely helps with “I forgot we even had that…” 

• Random clothes on the floor of the laundry room? Add a basket for random socks and shirts 
that end up here.  

• Baby bibs piling up on the kitchen table? Add a small bin from the dollar store to the top of 
the washer. 

Identifying these hot spots adds instant organization -  
freeing up more time for you to do other things!

2 Take a few minutes at the end of every night and  
just straighten the house before you go to bed. You can  
also do this as a family activity and for 10 minutes,  
everyone just finds something to straighten or clean. This 
cuts down on the mess for the next morning, and will make 
you feel better. 
 

3 Have hidden places to store all the toys!  We  
emptied out the bottom of our hutch to store bins of  
toys, and we keep pretty baskets and bins around our  
house, filled with toys. The toys are still everywhere, but 
they are hidden.  
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4 Follow the one-touch rule. Once you touch something, put it where it goes. So, when you 
get the mail, right when you touch it – sort it into trash, shred, important, etc, rather  
than just leaving it in a pile. When you do this for everything, your house gets unbelievably 
cleaner!  
 

5 Make a holiday schedule for chores. For example, Monday is laundry, Tuesday is vacuum, 
etc, and spend 15-20 minutes only on the task. This will free up time. Here’s a fun tip – do your 
worst chore as your first chore of the day, and you won’t spend all day dreading it because it will 
be done!

6 Declutter if you can. You can spend 20 minutes or a few hours decluttering - any little bit 
helps! Hot spots might be kitchen cabinets, closets (use bins!), under the sink, etc. Even if it feels 
like not a productive use of time right now, there’s nothing worse than wasting time looking for 
things. If organizing and decluttering saves you time later, then there’s no reason to wait.  
 

7 Organize toys in a way where kids can independently put them away. I was 
so frustrated cleaning up our playroom constantly. It was always a mess, and it was too 
overwhelming for our then three-year old to clean up.  
 
So, I made picture labels on all the bins and shelves, so things could easily be put back. The room 
became less overwhelming for everyone to clean, and things actually end up back where they 
belong. 
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12 Ways to Find Time for Yourself
during the Holidays

On top of the everyday cooking, cleaning, and taking care of the family, the holidays can add a 
lot more on your plate, especially for mamas. 
 
I want you to make sure you are taking care of yourself this holiday season. I hope you’ll take 
my advice to heart about cutting things out and doing more of what you love. You can’t treat 
yourself like your last on the totem pole. Definitely build in time for self-care, however that 
looks for you.  

Before I had kids, Sundays were my day to just relax, get ready for the week, and make no 
plans. That all disappeared when I had kids, and I thought that was okay because my life 
changed. I learned the hard way that if you don’t take care of yourself, you can’t take care of 
your family in the way you want to.  
 
So time for yourself is absolutely essential. Everyone is different, so find a few ways that you 
can relax and decompress - and definitely make them a must for this holiday season. 

1 Get extra rest. Go to bed a little earlier than usual or sleep a little later, if you can. I know it 
can be really tough to get extra sleep, but it’s so worth it if you can make it happen. Even if you 
just lay down for a few minutes during the day that helps. 
 

2 Go on a brisk walk by yourself. This is a hard one for me because I love to do everything 
with my kids. However, I’ve found that there’s something so peaceful and meditative about 
walking by yourself (or with your pup!). I get some of my best ideas and my head clears. There’s 
something about being out in nature that is very calming.

3 Put aside time to be creative. This is another of my 
favorite ways to decompress. There’s something so beautiful 
and tranquil about creating something from nothing. It’s what 
this whole book is about! Whether you love painting, knitting, 
crafting, or writing, these are amazing ways to decompress 
and reconnect with yourself. If you make time for it, it will  
happen.
 

4 Say no when things are too much. Don’t overpack your 
schedule. If you have a day coming up, and you’re thinking, “I 
don’t know how we are going to pack this in…” then don’t! Cut 
something out so you aren’t running around like a crazy  
person all day. 
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5 Take a luxurious hot bath. Baths and even hot showers can be so relaxing, especially with 
essential oils or a scented candle. They’re a wonderful way to decompress and refresh, and an 
easy way to get some alone time!  
 

6 Enjoy a massage. These are so relaxing and are a nice way to treat yourself! A great  
massage can definitely make you forget about the holiday rush and refresh your soul.

7 Spend an evening with friends. There’s nothing like a fun night of laughter with friends 
to recharge yourself. Sharing food, stories, and laughs with those whose company you enjoy so 
much is a perfect way to bring more happiness into your holidays. You can even take this a step 
farther and plan a crafting or creative evening! 

8 Plan a fun night with your partner. With the busyness of the holidays, don’t forget that 
having a date night with your partner might be just what you need. With the magic of the  
holidays, don’t forget about the magic that brought you two together.

9 Start your day peacefully. Whether you like to work-out, do yoga, meditate, journal, or 
even quietly start your work, starting your day before the kids can give you time to set your 
intentions and peacefully start the day, rather than jumping into the daily grind of craziness. This 
is definitely one of my favorite things to do - I start the day meditating and end the day  
journaling. It brings so much more purpose and intention to my day. 

10 Find a show, book, or podcast you love. Find a show on Netflix or a podcast that you 
love (not work-related) and take time to enjoy it. If you love to read, find a book that you’ve 
been waiting to start and go for it! Having a show, book, or podcast gives you something to look 
forward to and gives you another way to  
relax. 

11 Take breaks. Take a break when  
you feel you need it. This might be a 10  
minute break to breathe and meditate.  
Alternatively, it could be a break from  
social media, a break from a person’s  
negativity, or a break from working  
around the clock - whatever kind of break  
you need. Breaks are so important, even  
if they are just a few minutes long.



16

Creative Holiday Ideas 
for the Family
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40 Ideas for Free or Low-Cost
Holiday Activities Filled with Creativity

Let's Go Out 
1   Go on a brisk nature walk. This is an easy, free activity that can be so refreshing. Collect 
items and do a nature craft with them. Ornaments are always fun to make using nature. 
 

2   Visit a live nativity. Afterward, kids can draw a picture of what they saw or do a nativity craft 
(pg. 68). They can even make their own nativity with peg people and popsicle sticks. 
 

3   See a light show or tree lighting ceremony. You can google these events in your county. 
Macy’s department store usually has a free light show. You could even host your own tree  
lighting in the neighborhood if you have a suitable tree in your yard. After, your child could do 
the holiday light craft (pg. 60).
 

4   Check out a holiday festival. Make it an annual event and add a tradition on - such as  
buying one special ornament every year. Or, take a picture in front of the same tree every year 
to frame. Kids could paint or decorate the frame. Use popsicle sticks to frame the photo.

5   Drive around to see Christmas lights with a 
hot beverage. This is always so fun to do, and it 
costs nothing! Use the scavenger hunt on pg. 96.

6   Have a special date with your children one-
on-one, where you create something cool. A craft, 
pottery, or even a shopping trip together.   

7   Pick your tree out from the farm this year. 
Bundle up and take a hike to get your Christmas 
tree! Check out the books to go along with this on 
pg 25.

This is a powerhouse list of ideas that you can do this holiday season! First off, don’t try to do 
everything! Rather, pick out a few of the ideas that you love and incorporate those into your 
holiday season. There are ideas for everything here - going out, staying in, making things, and 
adding festivity.  



18

Let's Stay In 
1   Watch the Thanksgiving parade and have the kids do the scavenger hunt (pg. 95). Or, 
you could do a craft beforehand (such as having the kids make a flag to wave during their  
favorite balloons and performances).  

2   Have a holiday crafting party with friends. You all could bring the craft you are currently 
working on. Or, you could all work on the same project – like a self-hosted painting party. Any of 
the crafts in this book would be perfect.  
 

3   Host a cookie making or decorating party for friends, other mamas, or family. When  
cookie decorating with kids, it helps to have the cookies already made. It keeps the focus 
on decorating (and the mess down).  

4   Have a gingerbread building contest with family or friends. Use pre-made kits to make it 
easier. You can even make it into a fun box to give as a gift this holiday season (pg. 93). As an 
alternative to the sugary mess, you can use a wooden bird house (these cost around $1 at the 
craft store) and paint your gingerbread house.

5 Camp out under the tree one night. Or, if you’re not up for that, have an indoor picnic  
under the tree. Be sure to have lots of twinkle lights. Afterward, kids could write a story about 
their indoor camping or picnic adventure.  

6 Have a karaoke night or a music night. Sing holiday songs and add instruments if anyone 
can play. For younger kids, give everyone in the family an instrument (maracas, triangle, bells, 
drums, etc) and go to town playing! Family members that you wouldn’t expect to partake in this 
usually end up having a great time! If you don’t have enough instruments, make some  
homemade shakers!

7   Have a chili contest - mom vs. dad, girls 
vs. boys, kids vs. parents. Baking and  
cooking are definitely ways to be creative with 
your kids. 

8   Give the kids one of your decorating 
tasks, such as setting up the snow village or 
putting the lights on the tree. This will make 
them feel so important. 
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9   Have a family craft day (or night). Just like a movie night, have a craft night! Do any kind of 
holiday-related craft – from the dollar activities at the craft store to any of the ideas in this book!

10   Have a family movie night - or a family game night. Dress everyone in holiday PJs and 
enjoy the time together. You can even make your own games for a creative spin. It doesn’t have 
to be anything fancy - a few balloons and a funny phrase can make for a fun balloon bopping 
game.

Let's Make It 
1 Make cards for others - the elderly in nursing homes or the military or even loved 
ones. Everyone always appreciates a homemade card and a sweet note. Special things like this 
are always treasured.

2 Make a giant gingerbread house.  You could do this with a cardboard box or a giant kit.
They are really fun for kids to make and decorate.

3   Decorate aprons to use in the kitchen for holiday baking or cooking. If you’re great at 
sewing, you could even have the kids pick out a special holiday fabric to make an apron from. To 
make it even easier, you can buy the plain aprons from the store and decorate. 
 

4 Make a vision board for the coming year. This could be individual or a family project. Set 
your intentions for the coming year. 
 

5 Make a treasure hunt. Have kids make a “treasure” for someone else (sibling, mom, dad, 
grandparents, etc) and then show them how to  
make a treasure map, revealing its hiding spot.  

6 Make holiday shirts. You could make 
them for the whole family for a fun  
holiday-themed slumber party or movie night. 
You don’t need a Cricut to use vinyl if you do 
simple cuts. 

7 Make silly holiday hats and have a holiday 
song dance party. 
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8 Paint with nature. Gather a bunch of rocks and paint them with a holiday theme. Use  
pinecones, acorns, and other natural items for crafts, such as ornaments. Have your kids give 
them as gifts.

9 Make a coloring book. Take a few sheets of paper, fold them in half, and sketch a few  
pictures for your kids. Or, have one child make the coloring book for a sibling.

10 Make a holiday countdown. This can be something simple like paper chains or more 
complex – like gluing cotton balls to Santa’s beard.

11 Make face cut-outs. Have a big piece of cardboard? Sketch out two snowmen (or Rudolph 
or Santa if you want to be fancy). Paint or color them – and then cut out the face holes. Kids will 
have fun sticking their faces through the holes, and you can do a silly holiday photo shoot. 

Let's Add Festivity 
1 Have a special holiday puzzle that comes out only during the holidays. You could do this 
for Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, or Hanukkah. 

2 Make anything into a competition.  Have a gift wrapping competition or a puzzle  
competition. Set everyone up with their own station (or puzzle) and see who can complete theirs 
first.

3 Play themed games during downtime, such as mealtime or in the carpool lanes. Give hints 
describing a holiday item (This tastes like peppermint, it’s red and white, and it can be a  
decoration). These games can be so simple. Another example is “which one doesn’t belong?” 

Candy cane, frosted cookie, cinnamon buns, and  
Rudolph. 

4 Make a pile of holiday books in a special basket 
or spot to read at night (or a few chapter books). Kids 
could make or decorate a box or basket to keep these 
in. And, don’t forget that you can also borrow books 
from the library. See page 25 for some  
recommendations and fun crafts to do after reading. 
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5  Buy holiday window clings from the store (or make them with the Cricut) and have the kids 
decorate a window with them.

6   Run the kids’ toy trains around the Christmas tree. You could even set up a whole  
Christmas village for the kids under the tree (or under a smaller tree).

7   End each day with a holiday song dance party. Make a fun holiday playlist (or get out your 
old CD or even record player - kids love this!) and spend a few minutes dancing and being silly 
with the kids. 

8   Hang holiday lights in an unexpected spot. Twinkle lights make everyone smile. Why not 
hang them in a bedroom or the kitchen? An unexpected place can add a little more magic to 
your holiday season.  

9 Wear your Santa hats (or Reindeer ears) out as a family. Whether your picking up  
take-out or shopping at the mall, you’ll be spreading holiday joy and being silly with the family.

10 Hide a holiday-themed item (turkey stuffed animal, a set of jingle bells, etc) and hide it 
and play hot/cold. Alternatively, for older kids, leave the item hidden until someone finds it - (and 
the stranger the item, the better, like a vintage Santa giving the side eye).

11 Make up a fun day such as “Act Like A Reindeer Day.” See who can stay in character the 
longest. My kids love to make up holidays - it’s funny how much they love and look forward to 
things like this.  

Last but not Least 
12 Do that one thing you’ve always wanted to do 
as a family but keep putting off. If you’ve been  
wanting to go into the city for a festival, do it! If you’ve 
been wanting to take a train ride, now is the time. If 
you’ve been wanting to start a new tradition, go for it!  
Make those memories that you’ve been waiting for.
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Special Things You Can Make 

1   Make a photo book from an event or activity they enjoyed over the summer.  
 
 

2  Make a special board game with something they like. 
 

3  Make a fairy garden or dinosaur garden in an under-the-bed box with a lid that they can 
play with indoors. 
 

4 Set up a small tree and let kids make a snow village. You could use real miniatures,  
homemade pieces from cardboard or wood scraps, and any kind of toys. My son did this last 
year and set up a construction site snow village. 

 

5  Make a paper mobile with a simple shape like hearts or stars.  

 

6  Make a special ornament for them. This could be a fun yearly tradition. 
 
 

7  Make a giant puzzle. Or a small wooden one. 
 
 

8 Make Christmas aprons together and then  
bake or cook or craft up something festive. 

Your Child This Holiday Season
There are so many fun things that you can make for your child or with your child during the hol-
idays. Kids absolutely love when you take your time and talent to make them something special. 
You can also use these ideas for siblings to make something for each other.
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9 Make something for their bedroom. There’s tons of awesome wall art ideas – from paint 
pours, to stenciling onto wood or a canvas, to using decal stickers on canvas. 

10 Wrap mini Christmas trees to the top of their matchbox cars for festive play.
 

11 Make a scavenger hunt for them on a special day (Christmas Eve hunt, New Years Eve 
hunt, etc) 
 

12 Make a felt scene – a felt board nativity, a felt board Christmas tree, a felt board advent 
calendar. Felt sticks to felt, so place one piece up on the wall and then make the little cut outs 
they can play with. See pg. 72. 

13 Make holiday puppets and a puppet theater. You can use a box for the theater. You can 
make the puppets from anything - socks, felt, paper bags. 
 

14 If you have a special skill such as sewing, knitting, crocheting, painting - anything at all, use 
this talent to make your child something special. It will be so meaningful that you  
created something with them in mind.  
 

15 For kids 5 and under, make a sensory bin (with rice, beans, corn, anything you have) and 
fill with scoops, spoons, and holiday things - such as festive finger puppets. Kids go nuts for this!
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Family Traditions You Could Start
One of the things that makes the holidays so wonderful are the traditions your family has. Here 
are some great ideas of things you could add to bring more happiness in.

1   Write a letter to each child every holiday season. Tell them all the reasons you are proud of 
them. 

2   Make a family trivia game for the whole family to play. 

3 Pick a favorite fruit of the family’s and make it a tradition 
for kids to receive this at the bottom of their stocking (e.g,  
orange, apple, etc).  

4   Buy a special book for each child and write a heartfelt  
note (or have siblings do this for each other). 

5 Make a new tradition - such as gingerbread house  
making on Christmas Eve. 

6   Make or buy a fun advent calendar that can be reused 
year after year.  

7  Have kids make a special gift for Daddy each year - or make an ornament for their Auntys. It 
doesn’t have to be a gift either - it could be a scavenger or treasure hunt.  
 

8   Make a Christmas village and add in your kids’ favorite toys. Whether it’s Sesame Street 
characters added to the snow village or construction vehicles. Let kids enjoy the magic of a snow 
village with their favorite toys.  

9 Decorate a mini tree with a theme you or your family loves (e.g. hockey, traveling, books, 
etc). You could even decorate a bunch of wood rounds and have a wood round tree. You could 
also do an Advent theme. Last year, we had a nature tree, where we hot glued twine to all of the 
little natural treasures my kids collected (pinecones, leaves, acorns, etc.). 
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The Best Holiday Books
There’s something so special about reading stories with your children, and the magic of the  
holiday season makes this together time even more wonderful. Here are a few of our favorites, 
paired with some activity or craft ideas.

paired with creative activities

Balloons Over Broadway The True Story of the Puppeteer of Macy’s Parade by Melissa Sweet

This is a lovely and true story of the creator of the Macy’s Thanksgiving parade and how it all came to 
be. From a boy designing a pulley system so he wouldn’t have to get out of bed to feed the chickens to 
the marionette window display that drew a crowd at Macy’s to the  
Thanksgiving parade itself. Thie book will  give a whole new  
perspective on the the magic and thought that went into this  
traditional parade.

Activities: Have kids decorate their own Thanksgiving day  
balloon. If kids are younger, draw a big circle on the paper and  
let them decorate. You could also give them the Thanksgiving  
Parade Scavenger Hunt on pg. 95. Alternatively, you could have 
kids make their own puppet balloons. 

Christmas Farm by Mary Lyn Ray

This heartwarming story is about a young boy helping his neighbor create a Christmas tree farm. The 
tale conveys the years of planning, patience, and hard work that goes into growing Christmas trees. 
 
Activities: This is the perfect story to read before picking out  
or decorating your Christmas tree, as the story shows the hard  
work that goes into planting and growing. You could also do a  
Christmas tree popsicle craft (pg. 68), the kids version of the  
macrame tree (pg. 43 ), or a kids version of the tree garland  
(pg. 56).

Red & Lulu by Matt Tavares

With absolutely stunning illustrations of New York City, this is the  
story of two cardinals who built their nest in an evergreen tree. The  
tree has an adventure ahead of itself and so do the cardinals. 

Activities: Have kids make a birdfeeder for the birds outside your home for Red and Lulu. You 
could also have kids do any of the Christmas tree crafts (p. 43, p. 56, p. 68) and add a few cardi-
nals. 
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Room for a Little One A Christmas Tale by Martin Waddell 

This is a sweet little story about the different nativity animals coming  
together and sharing shelter and finally Mary and Joseph’s donkey joining  
them. The values of kindness and sharing shine through this lovely story. 

Activities: Kids could use wood rounds or peg people to create their  
own nativity animals.  

Hanukkah Bear by Eric A. Kimmel

This is a heartwarming story of a bear just out of hibernation partaking in the Hanukkah traditions 
with an elderly woman, who doesn’t see or hear well but is a fantastic latke maker. It even includes a 
recipe for latkes.

Activities: Make the latkes together and enjoy them over a picnic with stuffed animals. Alterna-
tively, have kids “make their own” latkes out of construction paper, foam, or felt and reenact the 
story with the woman and the bear.  

Walk this World at Christmastime by Debbie Powell 

This book shares different traditions that occur around the world 
at Christmas. There’s little doors to open and each one reveals a  
tradition. The book can also be used as an Advent Calendar.  

Activities: You could make an Advent calendar together  
(pg. 64) or you could pick any of the traditions and celebrate  
them yourselves, such as make the pinata or decorate  
lanterns. You could also have kids make a list of the traditions  
at Christmas within your family and then draw a picture of  
their favorite one.

One Snowy Night M. Chrstina Butler & Tina Macnaughton 

This is a sweet little story of sharing a little red hat between various woodland creatures on a snowy 
evening.

Activities: Make a little red hat ornament together from felt, foam, or card stock. Hang it on the 
tree as a reminder of the sweet story of sharing. Alternatively, hand the red hat to your child and 
have he or she draw a picture of their favorite animal from the book or a person or animal that 
they would give their red hat too. Once their picture is drawn, have them glue down the little red 
hat. 
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Holiday Craft Tutorials 
for Adults to Enjoy
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These wooden peg angels turn out so cute 
and are very easy to make! You can be as  
creative as you’d like as far as materials to 
use.  
 
These are great homemade gift ideas and 
make for a fun activity for adults or older kids.

       Simple Angel Ornament
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Materials
• Wooden Peg Person - I used a 4-pack of large 

peg women – about 3” tall 

• Twine or yarn in hair colors 

• Lace (ribbon or fabric) 

• Card stock or fabric for the dress 

• Optional: Ribbon for hanging (you can use 
twine or yard)

Tools
• Hot glue gun and glue sticks 

• Scissors 

• Enclosed template for the dress (pg. 101) 

• Optional: Squiggly scissors

Crafty Tip
If you can’t find peg people, use a  
wooden bead for the head, make the 
dress into a tight cone, and glue together. 

For specific links to materials I used, visit 
www.justmeasuringup.com/material-list/.

http://www.justmeasuringup.com/material-list/.
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Once you’ve gathered your materials, it’s time to 
start on the angel’s dress! 

As far as whether to use card stock or fabric for 
the angel’s dress, they both work well.

I liked the look of the shiny gold card stock, but 
I also liked the softer look that a brown and 
white fabric gave (see pics).

1. First print and cut the dress template, which 
is on pg. 101.  

2. Then trace it onto the card stock or fabric 
that you will use for the angel’s dress. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. If using paper, you can use the squiggly 
scissors at the bottom of the dress to give it a 
flowy look. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4. Take a look at your peg person’s head and 
notice if there are any imperfections. 
 
If so, choose the better side for the face and 
the other side can be covered with hair.

5. Wrap the dress around the angel, starting in 
the back. 

Once you are happy with the layout, put a dot 
of hot glue on the angel’s back and lay the card 
stock or fabric down.

Wrap the other side of the dress around the 
angel and put another dot of glue in the back.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last, you may have to trim the dress a little,  
depending on the angle that you wrapped it so 
that the angel stands flat. 

Angel Dress
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Next up is creating the angel’s hair. I love the way 
that twine looked as angel hair. 
 
However, I also used plain brown yarn  
for another angel and that gave a softer look 
that I also loved. 
 
Try different things for your angels and see 
what you like best! 
 
1. You’ll want to cut a few strands of hair in  
advance. I cut about five strands of twine of 
the same length.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
2. Then, I glued the middle of these pieces to 
the middle of the angel’s head. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Next I put a dot of hot glue on both sides of 
her head (around where her ears would be) 
and stuck the hair down. 

4. After that, I cut half pieces and started filling 
them in at the back of her head. 

Be careful with the hot glue. I found it easiest 
to do a line of hot glue, and then stick the hair 
on in batches.  
 
Continue to do this until you are happy with 
how it looks. 
 
If your twine or yarn isn’t the same length on 
your angel’s head, just take your scissors and 
snip until it is the same length. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The angel is definitely starting to come  
together! Next up are the wings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Angel Hair
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Lace is perfect for angel’s wings. I happened to 
have lace ribbon, but lace fabric will work just 
as well.  

1. I cut about an 8” piece (and the ribbon was 
about 2” tall) and folded it in half.  
 
2. I sealed the ends with hot glue – be careful 
with hot glue and lace!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Then you’ll want to squeeze the middle of 
the lace – as if you were making a hair bow.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. You can either hot glue this together very 
carefully. Or, you use a piece of twine or yarn 
and tie it in the middle. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I did this both ways – and I liked the way the 
twine looked better, but either way works.  

If you use twine, snip the ends off after you’ve 
tied it. 
 
5. All that’s left is to hot glue the wings to the 
back of the angel. Just a dot of glue is perfect! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The angel is almost finished!  
 
There are  just a few more things left,  
including the halo, drawing the face (if you 
wish) and stringing the angel.

Angel Wings

When I am working with hot glue and lace (or 
another thin material), I put a dab of glue on 
the area, and I let it be for 5-10 seconds or so 
- before I press the material together.   
 
This allows the glue to cool off but still be     
    workable, so you won’t burn yourself.

GLUE GUN Tip



33

 
 
 
For the halo, you can use the same material as 
you used for the hair, or a contrasting yarn or 
twine.  
 
If you want the halo to be in the air (versus 
glued to her head) then use a thicker material 
like twine.  

1. Cut a small piece of the material and then 
glue the ends together to make a circle.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Then hot glue the halo to your angel’s head. 
If you want the halo to rest on top of her head, 
then use a drop in the front and back. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you want the halo to rise above the angel’s 
head, do a drop of glue in the back only.  
 
Let it dry and then see if you need another 
drop or two on the sides but toward the back.
 
3. If you’d like to draw or paint a face, start with 
a pencil outline. Then, I used a black ink pen to 
do a simple face on one of the angels.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Last, for easy hanging, just cut a piece of  
ribbon, fold in half, glue together (see below), 
and then glue to the back of the angel’s head.

Your angel is complete! Hang and enjoy! Or, 
start making more for fun gifts.  

Angel Halo & Stringing Your Ornament

DRAWING Tip
When drawing eyes, eyes should be positioned  
in the middle of the head vertically, not  
positioned at the top of the head.
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This easy wreath, made from foam and 
fabric, is a super simple holiday craft! 

You can make this wreath in less than half an 
hour with just a few supplies. 
 
It can be tailored for any holiday – 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Hanukkah, New 

Years, or even a general winter theme. 

You’ll just choose your wording and card stock 
accordingly. 

You can even reuse this wreath again and 
again (see tip on next page).

 Easy Decorative Wreath
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Materials
• Foam wreath 

• Fabric 

• Holiday card stock 

• Wording – this could be wooden, metal, or 
an iron-on 

• Ribbon for hanging

Tools
• Hot glue gun and sticks 

• Scissors 

• Enclosed template for the trees (pg. 101) 

Crafty Tip
Want to reuse this wreath for all the holidays? Use Zots - adhesive 
glue drops for easy gluing and removal and pick different kinds of 
wording and embellishments. For example, “grateful” and leaves for 
Thanksgiving, “2020” and gold stars for New Years.



36

1. First, cut your fabric into 2-3 strips.

The amount of total fabric you need will  
depend on how big your wreath is. 

2. Flip your wreath to the back and place one 
drop of hot glue on it and stick the fabric to it. 

3. Start wrapping the fabric around the wreath, 
going through the center.  Continue until the 
whole wreath is wrapped and then hot glue the 
last piece to the back.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you need to use another strip of fabric, no 
problem. Just hot glue it to the back, just as you 
did with the first strip.  
 
4. Lay out your wording and any embellish-
ments on top of the wreath. For the wording, I 
used an iron-on that said “merry.” 

 
There are so many choices in the stores for 
wording – you can use wooden wording, metal 
wording, and any kind of iron-on. 

For the embellishments, I used tree cut-outs 
from holiday card stock paper.

You can use any embellishments or 3D stickers 
that you’d like.

For the trees, trace the template (pg. 101) on 
the back of your paper. Then carefully cut 
them out. 

5. Glue down the wording and trees using your 
hot glue gun.

6.  After your wording and embellishments are 
glued down, choose a ribbon that you like and 
cut a strip off. Cut a long piece if you’d like the 
wreath to hang lower.  
 
Next, fold the ribbon in half and hot glue the 
ends to each other with a drop of hot glue.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then hot glue the ribbon to the back of the 
wreath. That’s it! Easy peasy! 
 

Wreath Instructions
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I am absolutely loving the versatility of 
this turkey leaf craft. It’s perfect for place 
card settings that kids can help make.

It’s perfect to add to the top of a pie box or a 
wine bottle to add a little craftiness to your 
Thanksgiving items. 
 

It’s super simple to make and you can  
definitely whip out several of them in a short 
time. 

Crafts like this are the reason why I love 
crafting - it’s simple, quick, and adorable. I’m 
sure you’ll get lots of ooohs and ahhhs.

Turkey Leaf Craft
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Materials
• Foam sheets - brown, orange, and red 

• Decorative leaves 

• Ribbon 

• White card stock 

Tools
• Craft glue and hot glue gun and sticks 

• Scissors 

• Enclosed template for the turkey pg.101 

• Black pen or marker 

Crafty 
 Tip

Having trouble 
finding 
decorative 
leaves? Cut 
leaves out of 
scrap book  
paper, card 
stock, crafting 
foam, or use 
real leaves!  
There’s always 
lots of options 
for the craft 
to go on, even 
when you don’t 
have a material 
:) 

Optional 
 

Depending on how you’ll use these 
cute little turkeys, here are some  
additional materials you may want. 
 
Pictured to the right are additional 
ribbon, twine, thank you stickers, letter 
stickers, and adhesive foam letters (for 
place cards). 
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1. First, cut the foam shapes out. Templates 
are on pg. 101.

This includes the brown turkey body, the  
orange beak, and the red snood. 

You can also cut the bow tie out of ribbon or 
even scrap book paper. 

2. Next, draw two ovals on the card stock  
(paper works too) with a thick black marker. 
Draw two black circles for the eyes.

As an alternative, you can use googly eyes. 
They’re great if kids are helping.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Glue down the eyes, beak, bow tie, and 
snood (make sure the bow tie goes under the 
snood). 

I used regular craft glue (not hot glue) because 
some of the pieces were thin.

Here’s the turkey starting to take shape.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Use hot glue to attach the turkey to the leaf. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Add any additional embellishments you 
would like, including names for place cards, 
stickers, or ribbon. 

These are great to add to any Thanksgiving 
item - wine bottles, pie boxes, or gift bags and 
they only take a few minutes to make!

Turkey Leaf Craft Instructions
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These wood round ornaments are  
adorable - and super easy to make! 

You can make and decorate the wood rounds 
yourself or it’s a perfect activity for kids too!  
 
I also found it fun to incorporate  
embellishments, like the ribbon for the 
wreath. I love the texture it added.

For kids, you can draw a few shapes freehand 
or use my templates (or see my drawing tip 
on pg. 101). Kids could even use markers, 
instead of paint, to decorate. 
 
You can also use crafty items or items from 
nature to decorate. You can really be as  
creative as you want. 
 
These make for great gifts that kids can make 
too! They can make/color/paint/decorate a 

special one for everyone in the family. 
 
If you are looking for an easy way to make 
pretty ornaments, wood rounds is your an-
swer!

And these ornament can double as gift tags or 
place settings!

Wood Round Ornaments



41

Materials
• Wood rounds 

• Paint & brushes 

• Pencil 

• Sharpie 

• Optional: paint palette for mixing colors 

• Optional: additional embellishments or  
ribbon

Tools
• Templates for tracing pg. 105 

For specific links to materials I used, visit 
www.justmeasuringup.com/material-list/.

http://www.justmeasuringup.com/material-list/.
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1. First, I sketched out my designs with a pencil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can use my reindeer, Turkey, or wreath 
template, found on pg 105.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Then I started painting. I used watercolor 
tube paints because that’s what I had available 
but you can use acrylic too. If you aren’t sure if 
your paint will work, test a little area. 

If you’re mixing colors, then a paint palette 
comes in handy.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. After the paint dries, draw a black outline 
with a sharpie to give it a finished look.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Add any embellishments, like a bow tie for 
the turkey or a bow for the wreath.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Also, if your wood rounds aren’t strung, you 
can run some string or twine through them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wood Rounds Instructions

 KIds Tip
If you are doing this craft with kids, 
after you finish your sketch, give it an 
outline with the sharpie. Then, it will 
be easier for them to see and paint in 
the lines. 
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This macramé tree is perfect for mantles 
and bookshelves, and is a very easy holiday 
craft.

It’s perfect for those who like to work with 
their hands because you’ll be weaving the 
macramé around the poles.

As far as embellishments go, you can keep it 
very simple or be as creative as you want.

You can make different size macramé trees 
and create a whole collection. Whatever 
makes your heart happy.

Easy Macramé Tree
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Materials
• Macramé (yarn works too!) 

• Thin wooden dowels (mine were  1/8” x 12”) 

• Popsicle stick 

• String of rhinestones in a color of your 
choice 

• Optional: other embellishments such as a   
wooden star

Tools
• Hot glue gun and sticks 

• Scissors 
 

Kids Version 

Crafty Tip
If you don’t have macramé, you can  
use yarn. You can also alter this to be a 
kids craft, like the picture to the right.

For specific links to materials 
I used, visit 
www.justmeasuringup.com/
material-list/.

http://www.justmeasuringup.com/material-list/.
http://www.justmeasuringup.com/material-list/.
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Making the Tree 
 
1. First, take two wooden dowels and place 
them together at a point (think top of a trian-
gle). Take a popsicle stick and place it at the 
bottom to make the bottom of the triangle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Hot glue the bottom of the wooden dowels 
to the popsicle stick with a drop of glue on 
each side. Make sure the dowels are keeping 
the triangle shape at the top as the glue sets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Then place a drop of hot glue and between 
the top two dowels. You don’t want to glue one 
dowel on top of the other - you want the  
dowels to come to a point. Gently hold the 
dowels while the glue dries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Next you’ll take one more wooden dowel 
and you’ll glue this to the middle of the  
triangle. You’ll want to have it stick out at the 
bottom to be your tree trunk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Wrapping the Macramé 
 
Next, you’ll start wrapping it around the  
wooden dowels. You can just wrap it around 
and around, or you can do a pattern, like I did. 
Play around with it and see what you like best.

1. To begin, I unwrapped a portion of my  
macramé ball and cut it, in order to work with 
a smaller ball of macramé. This way I could 
loop it better. (The picture on pg. 44 shows the 
amount I used). 
 
2. First, I just wrapped the macramé around 
the top inch or so of the tree. You can use a 
drop of hot glue to hold the string at the top.

Macramé Tree Instructions
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3. After that, I started looping the macramé in 
a pattern.  
 
Once your macramé is on the right side, take 
your ball of macramé and place it through the 
left side of the triangle.

Pull it from the back.  
 
Now, your macramé will be on the left side.  
 
Take the ball of macramé and place it through 
the right side of the triangle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pull it from the back. Continue this pattern.

The pattern should look like this (before you 
tighten it up): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Once I got to the end of the tree, I needed to 
supplement with a little hot glue to hold the 
macramé in place, especially as I went around 
the popsicle stick.  

Embellishments & Tree Stand 
 
1. Once the tree was done, I added strands of 
gemstones to act as holiday lights. I spaced 
these out evenly and alternated pearls and 
copper colored rhinestones.

2. Then, I added a drop of hot glue to the  
middle of a wood round. I held the tree in 
place until the glue dried.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. I hot glued a star to the top. I ended up  
adding a pattern of rhinestones to the star to tie 
it in with the rest of the tree.
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There are so many ways you can make these 
festive embroidery hoops – from ornaments 
to home decor! 

Each of these was made without any kind of 
sewing – so anyone can truly make these! 

And you can pretty much use what you have 

in terms of materials. 

I’m going to share the specific materials and 
steps that I used for each of these, so you 
can replicate them if you’d like. 

However, you can vary these or combine 
these ideas – be as creative as you’d like!

No-Sew Embroidery Hoops

For specific links to materials I used, visit www.justmeasuringup.com/material-list/.

http://www.justmeasuringup.com/material-list/.
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Materials
• 3 inch embroidery hoop 

• Holiday fabric  - see tip below 

• Ribbon (including cardboard roll) 

• Twine

Tools
• Hot glue gun & scissors

SHOPPING Tip
Check the craft stores for small amounts 
of holiday fabric. They usually have 
some fun holiday finds for about $1.    
        Look in all the bins :) Or ask!

Mini Hoop Ornaments
Isn’t everything mini so much cuter? I loved making these mini embroidery hoops! They are  
perfect for ornaments, or you can use a larger size and have them as wall decor.

I love these as ornaments, but you can totally use these for a dual purpose. Make them for your 
guests as table settings or gift tags and then the recipients can reuse as ornaments. 
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My favorite of the embroidery hoop ornaments 
is the old fashioned car (with the wagon on the 
back). 

The printed car was about 3 inches, so I knew 
it would fit perfectly in the 3” hoops. When 
choosing your holiday fabric, keep in mind the 
size of your embroidery hoop. 

Front Side
1. After you’ve collected all your materials, 
you’ll want to separate the embroidery hoops. 

If you haven’t used embroidery hoops before, 
this is super easy to do. 

The embroidery hoop consists of two circles 
(one inside the other). At the top there is a 
tightening screw. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When you loosen this screw, the inner circle 
will release – and you’ll have two hoops. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Lay your fabric on top of the smaller circle, 
covering the circle. Then, take the larger circle 
and squeeze it on top. 

 

3. Pull the fabric from the back so it’s very tight. 
If your fabric has an image, adjust it so the pic-
ture or pattern is the way you want it.
 

4. Then, you’ll tighten the screw at the top.  
 
5. Trim the edges of the fabric on the back – 
leave about an inch, and the rest can be cut 
off. The first side is done!

Mini HoopInstructions
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Back Side
For the back side, you can do a variety of things 
– such as tuck the fabric and add a plain felt 
circle to hide the fabric. 

I love the idea of making these ornaments  
double-sided. Here’s how you can do it too:

1. I was looking for a perfect circle without 
using a cutting machine, and I noticed that the 
top of a standard ribbon roll (see below) was 
about 3 ¼ inches, so it would work very well. 
So, I peeled off the top circle of the ribbon roll.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Then, I cut the fabric I wanted to use.

3. Position your fabric on the cardboard circle 
the way you like. Then, lay the fabric picture 
side down with the cardboard circle on top. 
 
4. Use your hot glue and start gluing the perim-
eter of the circle. Pull the fabric tight – press 
and hold. Do about an inch at a time. Pull tight 
enough so that you get a perfect circle shape. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Once you’re finished, you can use hot glue 
to attach the fabric covered cardboard to the 
back side of the embroidery hoop.  

Make sure you line it up the way you like it.

 
 
 
 
Finishing Touches
 
Add a ribbon to the top, and you’re done! You 
can loop this or tie it in a bow or add a bow.
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Materials
• Medium size embroidery hoop - I used a 6.5 

inch one 

• Holiday fabrics (Christmas one and  
Thanksgiving one)  

• Adhesive gold rhinestones in various small 
sizes 

• Burlap ribbon (I used a thin one for the  
stable and a thicker one for the cut-outs - see 
pic) 

• Thanksgiving scrap book paper or  
embellishments 

Glue & Tools
• Scissors (& squiggly scissors if you want) 

• Templates on pg. 101 

• Pen/pencil 

• Hot glue gun and sticks 
 
OR 

• Mod podge and foam brush 
 
OR 

• Zots (adhesive glue drops)

More About Zots
Zots are little adhesive glue spots that 
work really well for craft projects. They are 
helpful in laying out your scene to see how 
it will look – but you can easily still move it 
around. They are very sticky and effective.

Nativity & Harvest Hoop
I absolutely adore nativity scenes, and it wouldn’t truly be a holiday book without a nativity craft. 

This is a very simple, no-sew decorative embroidery hoop that can be double sided! So, I made 
this one to have the nativity scene on one side and Thanksgiving decor on the other side. Simple 
and efficient!

Most of the materials are very simple to find (you might even already have them!). If you don’t 
want to make a trip to the store, dig through your craft supplies and use what you have. 
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Front Side
1. Separate your circles (if you aren’t sure how, 
read the instructions on pg. 49). Place your  
fabric down on the smaller circle, place the 
larger circle on top, and tighten. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pull the fabric from the back to make it tight – 
and adjust the screw again if you need to. 

2. Cut strips of the burlap ribbon for the  
nativity. You can use pg. 101 for lengths. Cut 
out Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus from the 
\burlap. See pg. 101 for templates.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Lay everything out. I centered the nativity 
horizontally, but I placed the nativity more in 
the foreground to have a bigger starry sky.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Use mod podge or zots to attach the nativity 
to your fabric. I used zots - they worked well!

5. Place the gold rhinestones. You might need 
to use mod podge (or hot glue and tweezers) 
for these if the adhesive isn’t enough stick. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I put the largest rhinestone above the nativity 
and scattered the rest throughout.

And, the front side is finished!

Nativity (Front) Instructions
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Back Side
1. First, I flipped over the embroidery hoop 
and trimmed down the fabric on the back. I left 
about an inch or so. 

2. Then, I placed about an inch of hot glue on 
the inside of the embroidery hoop (see pic) and 
pulled the fabric tight and stuck it to the glue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I continued around the perimeter of the hoop 
gluing and sticking the fabric until I reached the 
end.  

3. Next, I liberally traced the inner hoop on my 
second fabric. This fabric was the one being 
used on the back side.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. After that, cut out the fabric on the line you 
drew.

5. Next place the fabric right-side-up on the 
embroidery hoop (where you intend for it to 
go), and place the larger hoop on top. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This step will take a few minutes. 

If the edges of the second fabric are sticking 
out on the first side (see below pic), then you’ll 
need to readjust. 

So you’ll want to take the outer hoop off, trim 
the fabric, and try again. 

You can use a little glue to hold it down. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
It takes a few tries, but it’s definitely worth it to 
have dual sided holiday decor.

6. Once the fabric is on the back side, you are 
ready to start decorating this side.

7. The fabric I had was such a busy print that 
nothing with too much of a pattern would 
work.  
 
So, I simply used Thanksgiving scrap book pa-
per and made a two cut-outs that I liked.

Harvest (Back) Instructions
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I used squiggly scissors to make them look 
fancier.  
 
I also cut out some scrap brown paper to 
frame the pumpkin cut-out.  
 
I used Zots to stick them on and couldn’t be 
happier with the results. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finishing Touches
Once both sides are finished, attach a ribbon 
to the top.

When choosing a ribbon, be sure to choose 
a ribbon (neutral ones always work well) that 
goes with both sides.

Then, you’ll have yourself a dual sided holiday 
decoration.

You can even change out the decor (and leave 
the fabric) on each side to change it up, like a 
teacher’s whiteboard. 

The next page will show you the final  
embroidery hoop craft - an easy tree and  
reindeer. 
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For the last two embroidery hoops, I used 
some scrap fabric I had from previous holiday 
projects, card stock, glue, and ribbon.
 

Rudolph Hoop 
For the Rudolph hoop, I used glitter and a red 
rhinestone for the nose. This hoop is 10 inches. 
The template for Rudolph is on pg. 105.  

Tree Hoop 
 
For the Christmas tree hoop, I used the tree 
cut-out from the garland craft (template pg. 
101). 

I used a string of rhinestones to make garland. 

Then I glued ribbon to the perimeter of the 
embroidery hoop. This hoop is 6.5 inches. 
 

Rudolph & Tree Hoops

More IDEAS
• Add twine around the perimeter.
• Place jingle bells on top. 
• Put garland or berries on the top.
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I love how simple this craft is. You can throw 
together this fun holiday garland in no time!  
 
You can use any shape – it doesn’t have to be 
a tree.  

However, I do love the look of the tree on 
black buffalo check.  
 
You could also do a fall themed one with 
leaves.

Easy Tree Garland
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Materials
• Holiday Card Stock Paper 

• String, ribbon or twine 

• Optional: Zots (adhesive glue drops - pic-
tured below) 

• Optional: Beads and a long needle – I used 
both plain wood beads and painted beads

Tools
• Hot glue gun and sticks 

• Scissors 

• Tree Template (pg. 101) 

Crafty Tip
Want to use another holiday shape for 
your garland? Find cookie cutters in the 
shape(s) you like and trace them to get  
a perfect outline.
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1. First, you’ll want to cut out several trees. I cut 
out 8 trees because they fit well on half of the 
page. The template is on pg. 101.
 
2. Flip the card stock over to the back and trace 
your trees. You can always cut more than one 
at a time; however I wanted to make sure my 
shape stayed perfect. So, I cut one at a time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Next, unwrap a couple of feet of string, 
twine, or ribbon and start laying out your trees. 
You can make your banner by gluing the trees 
(or using Zots) right to the string. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hang up and enjoy! You can hang it anywhere 
- from the mantel to doorways to the staircase 
- any place that could use a little holiday cheer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adding Beads 

Alternatively, you can put beads on the string. 
If so, start grouping and laying out your beads 
until you find a pattern you like. I kept  
rearranging my pattern based on how many 
red beads I had. I only had one pack. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once I had a pattern I was happy with, I  
threaded the beads through a long needle. I 
grouped the beads together as I strung them, 
leaving space for the trees in between.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once the beads were threaded, I fixed up the 
spacing and hot glued the trees to the string.
 
Then, I tied a knot at both ends of the string. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tree Garland Instructions
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Holiday Craft Tutorials 
for Kids to Enjoy
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These holiday window lights are one of my 
favorites. My kids loved this one too!  
 
We created this pretty display in our window, 
and it makes me smile every time I look at it.

And, the best part?

It was a no-cost project.

Using two common household materials, you 
can create these gorgeous suncatcher-esque 
holiday lights.

It’s an easy activity for younger and older kids, 
and it turns out adorable. 

Holiday Light Window Decor
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Materials
• Tissue paper in multiple colors 

• Clear contact paper 

• String or ribbon 

• Scotch tape

Tools
• Light bulb template pg. 105 

• Scissors

For specific links to materials I used, visit 
www.justmeasuringup.com/material-list/.

http://www.justmeasuringup.com/material-list/.
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1. Once you’ve gathered your tissue paper, 
you’ll cut little squares or rectangles.  
 
The easiest way to do this is to take your first 
color and cut strips about an inch or so. Then 
take these strips, and cut them again, making 
little squares or rectangles. You’ll do this for 
each color.

This is a great task for young kids to do  
because it’s an easy cutting activity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Next, cut two, same-size rectangles out of 
the contact paper. Cut it big enough to get a 
few light bulbs on them.  
 
3. Take one rectangle and peel the backing off 
carefully. Leave the backing on the second one.  
 
If you are working with little kids, it’s a good 
idea to tape the flipped up contact paper down 
to the table, so it doesn’t slide or stick to itself.

4. Choose your first color. Start laying down 
and overlapping the tissue paper pieces onto 
the contact paper. You don’t want to leave any 
gaps - a light overlap looks the best.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can do a new sheet of contact paper per 
color or you can split the sheet amongst a few. 

If you hold your creation up to the light, you’ll 
see the suncatcher-like quality of the over-
lapped tissue paper.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. Next, lay the second contact paper rectangle 
down on top of the tissue paper one to seal it.  
 
Start by peeling the backing off. Then, line the 
sheets up, and then carefully lay the second 
one right on top of the first.  
 
Smooth it out by sliding your hands from the 
middle outward. You’ll have just sealed your 
tissue paper creation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
6. Take your light bulb template and hold it 
over the contact paper. Cut around the  
template.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can do this also for the gray light bulb 
tops.

Holiday Lights Instructions
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7. Then, I took small pieces of tape and taped 
the gray tops to the light bulb. Use clear scotch 
tape, and you won’t see the tape at all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. After that, tape your light bulbs to the  
window in a pattern. This is another great way 
to involve younger kids by having them make 

patterns.

9. You can tape string or ribbon to the window  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
display to make it look like a string of lights. 

SPREADING JOY
Having kids decorate a grandparent or 
elderly friend’s window is a wonderful 
idea for the holidays. This DIY is so simple 
and so pretty that it will definitely spread 
holiday cheer.
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This Advent calendar turns out beautiful! It 
does take some time, but you’ll be able to use 
it year after year. 

My kids love using this felt Advent calendar 
each year, and it has helped them learn their 
numbers. 

You also don’t have to make this an Advent 
calendar. It can simply be a tree for kids to 
play with and decorate over and over again. 

Either way, this Advent calendar is a fun little 
DIY that doesn’t involve candy.

Felt Advent Calendar
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Materials
• Green felt  

• White felt (or background color of your 
choice) 

• Felt pieces in various colors (scraps work well 
too!) 

• Numbers (Felt, Sticker or Vinyl work fine - 
make sure you have enough for 1-25) 

• Ribbon 

• 25 buttons 

• Basic sewing materials - this is just for  
attaching the buttons  

• Wooden dowel for hanging 

• Optional: additional embellishments 

Tools
• Hot glue gun and sticks 

• Scissors 

• Tree Template pg. 106-107 

• Cookie cutters for tracing - you can also 
freehand these! 

Crafty Tip
Can’t sew? Hot glue the buttons down, 
and then no sewing is necessary. 

For specific links to materials I used, visit 
www.justmeasuringup.com/material-list/.

http://www.justmeasuringup.com/material-list/.
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Tree & Background 
 
1. I cut a piece of white background felt to be 
18 inches by 22 inches. This size felt tree would 
work well for the kids and the wooden dowel I 
already had.  

2. I drew a tree on the green felt, using a black 
sharpie. If you’d like the tree template I used, 
see pg. 106-7.

3. Next, cut a brown rectangle for the tree 
stump. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Then, hot glue the tree and the stump to the 
white background felt.  
 
5. After that, you’ll take your buttons and space 
them out on the tree. When you are happy 
with the arrangement, you can sew them on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember to place a few buttons under the 
tree for the presents.  

Ornaments 
 
1. Now on to the ornaments! You’ll be making 
25 shapes! The best way to do this is to trace 
cookie cutter shapes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You might not have 25 different shapes, but 
you can do multiples (candy canes, presents, 
etc) or you can freehand some shapes too. 
Even hearts and star are great.

2. After I cut the shapes, I used ribbon and felt 
scraps to decorate them.  
 
 

Advent Calendar Instructions

Crafty Tip
If you’d like to draw some shapes  
freehand, search for the item and “out-
line” in your google image search For 
example, “angel outline.” Seeing just the 
outline of the shape makes it much easier   
    to sketch.
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Adding Ribbon & Dates 
 
1. I used green ribbon and simply placed one 
end over the other and hot glued it to keep the 
loop.  

2. Once that dried, I added one more drop of 
glue to the criss-cross to attach it to the  
ornament.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. After that, I added the dates. I used sticker 
letters from the craft store, but they didn’t stick 
so well - so I had to hot glue them down.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

4. I ended up cutting another sheet of green 
background and gluing the whole thing down. 
The green framed the white felt nicely.  
 
5. Last, I added “Merry Christmas” ribbon to 
both the top (to slip around the dowel) and at 
the bottom as a decorative touch.  
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These DIY kids ornaments are so adorable! 
I absolutely adore the nativity scene. And, the 
others are just so cute too.

It’s an easy craft for kids, and you could even 
have your kids make these for others and give 
as little gifts.

Any age kids can work on these, but the 
younger your kids are, the more assistance 
they’ll need.  

Popsicle Stick Ornaments
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Materials
• Die-cut wooden shapes (colored or  

uncolored) 

• Popsicle sticks (I like getting the colored ones 
too for more variety) 
 

• Ribbon or twine 

• Paint or markers (if your popsicle sticks  
aren’t colored) 

• Optional: additional crafty things such as 
cotton balls, googly eyes, washi tape, glitter, 
pom-poms, cotton balls

Tools
• Glue - I used the hot glue gun, but you 

could also use a strong craft glue 

Crafty Tip
I keep a bin for my crafting scraps for my 
kids to use for their projects. Any leftover 
fabric, foam, or random things that I didn’t 
use goes straight to this bin for projects 
like this one. 

For specific links to materials I used, visit 
www.justmeasuringup.com/material-list/.

http://www.justmeasuringup.com/material-list/.
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Christmas Tree  
 
Take three popsicle sticks and form a triangle. 

Use a rectangle or square for the tree trump, a 
star for the top, and decorate as you wish.

Rudolph 

Start with an upside down triangle. 

Add oval or teardrop wooden shapes for the 
ears. 

Then, use googly eyes or stars for the eyes. A 
red heart for the nose is perfect! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Star 
 
For the star, take five popsicle sticks out. Start 
by making an upside down V with two of them.
 
Then make an X with two more popsicle sticks.

Lay the X on top of the upside V, and you will 
see your star starting to take shape. 

You’ll place the 5th stick across the middle.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nativity Scene
 
We started by making the stable with 6 popsi-
cle sticks - two at the bottom (see pic). 

Then, we used various circle and rectangle 
shapes to create Joseph, Mary, and Jesus in the 
manager. Don’t forget the star at the top! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Popsicle Stick Ornaments Instructions

KIDS TIP
If you have uncolored popsicle sticks, you 
can have your kids paint them or color 
them with markers - whichever works 
better for you! If your kids are very young, 
you could even color the popsicle sticks 
for them - or have them color the creation      
      when it’s all done.  
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Snowflake 
 
Just lay four posicle sticks on top of each other 
to form a snowflake shape. Easy peasy!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Christmas Candle
 
This Christmas candle works well if you have 
oval or teardrop shape wooden pieces. 

You’ll use that piece for the candle’s flame. 

Then, use rectangles, squares, or a combina-
tion to build the candlestick. 

Lay on a short popsicle stick for a holder, and 
you’ll have a Christmas candle. 
 

Santa Hat
 
The last one is the Santa hat popsicle stick 
ornament. 

You just form a triangle and then lay cotton 
balls or pom-poms on the bottom to create a 
fuzzy hat look. 

Don’t forget to put one cotton ball or pom-pom 
at the top! 
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I absolutely adore this kids craft. 

It’s so easy and fun to make – and it provides 
hours of free entertainment for kids, especially 
the little ones.  

My son and I made this together for my  
daughter to play with, and we had the best 
time. 

For the record, he plays with it just as much.

You can be as creative as you want with the 
scene - making as many different felt  shapes 
as you’d like, but I go into more details on the 
next few pages. 

However, I love the simplicity of a felt scene.

Winter Felt Scene
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Materials
• Embroidery Hoop* 

• Large sheet of background felt (size will vary 
based on the size you need) 

• Various sheets of felt in different colors 

Tools
• Hot glue gun and sticks 

• High-quality scissors 

• Templates pg. 102-104 

SHOPPING Tip
Check the craft stores for variety packs 
of felt. They’re a good thing to stock up 
on when you have a coupon!

• Additional embellishments, such as adhesive rhinestones for the trees or Rudolph’s nose. 
Or felt ribbon, which I used for the tree stumps. 

• In addition to the templates, holiday cookie cutters are perfect for this felt scene. Just 
trace and cut!

Optional

*Embroidery Hoop - You don’t need an embroidery 
hoop to make this craft. You could just tape a sheet of 
felt to the wall, or you could make the scene in box/
case, to be a busy box.
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1. First, I separated my two hoops and placed 
the background felt inside. Then I tightened up 
the hoops. (More hoop details are on pg. 49).

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Next I cut white felt to be the snow on the 
bottom of the winter scene. Don’t do any  
gluing yet!

3. Next, start cutting your felt shapes. You can 
use the templates on pg. 102. Or you can use 
cookie cutters to trace. Or, you can freehand it! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To draw or trace on felt, use a sharpie or chalk. 
Alternatively, you can place the template over 
the felt and just carefully cut around.  
 
In making these, I found the charm was in the 
details, i.e. chimney on the house, Rudolph’s 
nose, the patterns on the textured felt. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Next, it’s time to start gluing. However, you 
are NOT gluing everything down. Just glue the 
little things – like the wheels to the cars and the 
stumps to the tree.  
 
You can also glue the white snow down, if 
you’d like. Everything else you’ll want to leave 
loose, so that your kids can happily move 
things around and make their own scene. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Last, you can add a ribbon for hanging to the 
top. Also, if your tightening box is sharp at all 
(some have pointy edges, some don’t), you’ll 
want to cover this if little kids play with it.

Winter Felt Scene Instructions
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This make-it-yourself wrapping paper is a 
wonderful activity to do with kids during the 
holiday season.  
 
It’s very simple, and you only need a few 
materials. If you don’t have a roll of brown or 
white paper, you could use any kind of paper.

As far as the shape that you stamp, you can 
pick anything that you can cut out - you can 
even do leaves for a fun fall wrapping paper.

Kids can wrap special presents for their  
siblings or grandparents in this paper, making 
the gift extra special.

It’s a great way to involve kids in the gift-giving 
process.  
 
And if you use the paper rolls, the paper is ex-
tra thick, making it easy for kids to work with 
and wrap without tearing the paper.

Stamped Wrapping Paper
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Materials
• Paint 

• Plain brown or white paper (or any paper will 
work fine - especially for smaller presents) 

• Black marker 

• Sponge 

• String or ribbon for wrapping

Tools
• Scissors 

• Paint brush or foam brush

Crafty Tip
If you don’t have an extra sponge, use  
dip cookie cutters into a paper plate of 
paint and then stamp.
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1. Take your sponge and draw a shape on it. I 
drew a simple star. Pick an easy shape to cut. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Cut your shape out. I found it easiest to cut 
out the negative space. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Once you’re happy with your shape, you are 
ready to load it up with paint. You or your kids 
can use a paint brush or a foam brush. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Then, unroll a piece of your paper roll and 
start stamping.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You’ll want to reapply the paint as you find it 
necessary. 
 
You can do more than one shape too - and 
make a pattern. Or you can alternate colors. 
Or, your children can decorate the shape too - 
adding smiley faces or Santa hats.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Let it dry, and then you’re ready to start 
wrapping.  
 
 
 

Wrapping Paper Instructions
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These simple gift tags are another fun and 
easy activity to do with kids.  
 
We made these gift tags by cutting felt scraps; 
however, if you’re kids are younger, foam or 
card stock scraps would be easier for them to 
cut.  
 
If your kids are very young, you could use 

stickers or adhesive foam cut-outs and have 
them just stick them on. 

You can easily adapt this activity for all age 
groups.

You could even use a mix of materials - mixed 
textiles make for especially fun creations.

Simple Gift Tags
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Materials
• Light brown card stock  

• Felt scraps (or foam) 

• Ribbon or twine 

• Optional: Beads to add to the string, foam 
stickers or other embellishments for kids to 
use as an alternative to felt

Tools
• Hole punch (single or three-hole punch 

are both fine) 

• Scissors 

• Hot glue gun and sticks 
 
OR 

• Mod podge or other craft glue
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1. First, cut out the gift tag using the template 
on pg. 101. 
 
2. Cut various holiday shapes out of felt scraps 
and piece together. Feel free to use foam or 
card stock instead of felt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Glue the felt scrap creation to the gift tag. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Punch a hole in the gift tag and string. Add 
beads if you’d like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
You’re ready to add it to your gift!

    
    (Foam stickers pictured in above photo).

Gift Tags Instructions

DRAWING Tip
When drawing, think of your object in terms of 
shapes. Instead of trying to cut a fancy shape 
for a reindeer head, use an oval or a triangle. 
When making Santa’s hat, the hat is a triangle. 
Thinking in terms of shapes not only helps 
the mind simplify the drawing process, but it 
makes it much easier to cut felt.



81

Homemade Card Ideas 
for All Ages
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Homemade Card Ideas
Whether your kids are younger or older, card-making is a great activity. It gives kids the  
opportunity to be creative while also making something special for someone else. It’s fun and 
relaxing to be creative. 

On the next few pages, there are cards ideas for toddlers and babies, preschoolers and  
kindergarteners, elementary schoolers, and older kids/adults. The ideas are totally manageable 
and won’t make you crazy - especially the ones for the little ones. 
 
Also, if you want to be super on top of things, have your child create extra cards to use as thank 
you notes after the holidays. I’ve never been that on top of things, but maybe it will inspire you! 

Tried and True Tips  
for Card-Making with Kids

We do a lot of card-making in our home, and here are my best tips for card-making with kids.  
 

• Use card stock, especially for painting. Card stock is great because it’s thicker and less  
likely to bend than regular paper when it gets wet.  

• If you will be mailing the cards, keep in mind envelope size – or you might be making an 
unnecessary trip to the post office. I usually cut the cards to size and make sure they fit in 
envelopes that I have before starting.  

• More is always better - especially with toddlers. Even if you only plan to make a couple of 
cards, have your children make or paint extra just in case. You’ll be happy you’ll have them 
later.  

• Set up your work station beforehand (especially with younger kids) and have everything 
organized so kids can dive right in. As kids get older,  
they can help gather the materials beforehand. They  
love to do this, as it creates more excitement for the  
craft. 

• Use bins to organize craft materials. This also  
keeps the mess more manageable (bin for folded  
cards, bin for the paints, bin for stickers, etc). 

that kids can make
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Babies and Toddlers
There’s so many cute card ideas out there for babies and toddlers, and most of them include  
getting hand and footprints. 

My kids would never cooperate for me to get decent looking prints, especially as many as I need-
ed to make several cards. The card ideas below do not involve hand or footprints and are super 
cute. 

Cut-Out Cards - Have your toddlers paint freely on card stock. Once the paint dries, you can cut 
out different shapes - trees, candy canes, or gingerbread men. Glue these on a folded card, and 
your toddler (and you!) just created a cool card. You can add accessories or leave them plain too.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alternatives: If you have younger ones (or would like a more controlled messy area), you could 
let toddlers use cotton swabs or a sponge brush. They’re easier to manage than a paintbrush 
because they can easily dab. 
 
If paints just are too messy for you, use crayons or markers. Do what works for you! 

• Tape Trick - On a folded card, use painters tape to write a word out, such as “merry” or 
“thank you.” Have your child paint all over the card. Peel off the tape (when the paint is still 
tacky). Make sure to use painters tape and not another kind, or you’ll have a mess :) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above ideas make creating cards from babies and toddlers super easy - and they make 
for a fridge-worthy card that your family will love. 
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Preschoolers and Kindergarteners
Here’s a few creative ideas for preschoolers. After they are finished with the activity, feel free 
to give stickers, ribbon, washi tape, googly eyes, rhinestones, foam shapes, or any other crafty 
items. If you are purchasing new items, anything that is adhesive is much easier for kids to work 
with!

• Easy Cut-Outs - Cut out shapes using cookie cutters. Give the shapes to your child to paint 
and/or decorate. Then glue the shape to the front of a folded card and have your child  
accessorize. This is usually the part they love best. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Tree Designs - Have your child paint, color, or decorate a tree-shaped triangle. Have them 
cut it out. Then, have them cut it into strips, making four or five strips. Then have them glue 
the strips into a tree on a folded card, recreating the tree. Add a star, ornaments or other 
accessories if you’d like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Potato Stamps - Use a potato to stamp cards. Use a small holiday cookie cutter and push it 
into half a potato. Cut around the cookie cutter to make a stamp. 
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Elementary Schoolers
As kids get older, there are so many more types of cards they can make. Here are a few easy 
ideas that are fun to make and turn out beautiful:

• All the Scraps - If your kids love cutting and gluing, then this is the card for them! Save all of 
your paper scraps from one of your recent craft projects and put them in a bin for the kids to 
use. If you have large pieces, you can cut them into smaller pieces (or have the kids do this). 
Then you (or your child) can draw a shape (think cookie cutter shapes) on the folded card. 
Have kids cut and glue scraps to fill in the shape. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Creative Shapes - Use foam or card stock and you (or your child depending on age) can cut 
various shapes - circles, ovals, squares, triangles, rectangles, hearts (upside down hearts 
make for great noses), and even stars in various colors and sizes. Make a big pile and have 
kids make the shapes into holiday things - snowmen, Rudolph, Santa Claus, Christmas trees, 
gingerbread houses, angels, etc. This allows them to be so creative! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

• Sticker Scene - Kids love stickers, and creating  
a scene with them can be so enjoyable for them. 
Draw (or even print) a winter scene, and kids  
can add on coordinating stickers. This is an  
easy, no-mess activity that kids love.  
 
You can even make it a learning activity and 
have two different scenes and kids have to  
choose which stickers fit where.
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Older Kids & Adults
• Washi Tape Creations - Use washi tape to make creative designs. Place washi tape on card 

stock in a pattern you like. Then, cut a shape (e.g. ornament, present, tree) out. Add  
embellishments like ribbon or draw to complete your design. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Mixed Textile Creations - Create holiday cards using a mix of different materials - card stock, 
ribbon, lace, foil paper, washi tape - anything you’d like. Think in terms of shapes (to simplify) 
your picture. For example, the angel below is made up of a circle for the head and a triangle 
for the body. The Rudolph on the previous page is made up of triangles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Watercolor Separates - Paint an abstract painting with a few colors, such as green and yel-
low. Let it dry and then cut it apart into shapes or patterns that make up a tree or a star. Glue 
it to the card and embellish if you wish. 

• Stenciled Pictures - Stencils are a fun way to make cards, especially if you or your child aren’t 
sure where to start.  
Starting with a stencil 
and then adding to it  
with writing or by  
painting a background 
makes for a really nice 
card. You don’t have to  
be fancy with paints  
either - use whatever 
you have around. 
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Thoughtful & Creative 
Gift Ideas for Others
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• 1   STEM Kits 
 Volcano Blast 
 Rocket Blast-Off Kit 
 Solar System Models 
 Mini Planetariums 
 Solar Power Car Kits 
 Crystal Growing 
 Robot Making 
 Dino Digs 
 Science Lab Kits 
 Light-Up Terrarium Kit 
 Circuit Constructing  
 Geology and Mineral Kits 
 Microscope Kits 
 Chemistry Stations 
 

2   Craft Kits  
 Scratch Art Books 
 String Art 
 Stamps and Ink 
 Nature Art 
 Sticker Scenes 
 Rock Painting 
 Bracelet-Making 
 Unicorn-Themed Kits 
 Window Art 
 Suncatchers 
 Sewing Kits 
 Pixel Art 
 Wooden Car Kits 
 Pressed Flower Art 
 Mobile Kits 
 Slime Making 
 Art Tiles 
 Light-up Tracing 
 Stencil Kits 
 Fairy Garden Crafts 
 Clay/Play Dough/Wiki Sticks

Gift Ideas for Kids 
that encourage creativity

• 3   Building Items 
 Magnetic Sets 
 Lego Chain Reactions 
 3D puzzle kits - castles, pirate ships, etc 
 Creative Lego Sets, like lego ship in a bottle   
 and winter villages 
 Gravity Mazes 
 K’nex 
 Tinkertoys 
 Wooden Construction Building Sets 
 Fort Making Sets 
 Castle Building Sets 
 Jumbo Cardboard Blocks 
 Lincoln Logs 
 Construction Vehicle Making Sets 
  

4  Creative Items 
      Huge Fold-Up Coloring Sheets (or roll) 
      How to Draw Books 
      Cool gel pens or paint pens 
      Blank Story Books or Blank Comic Books 
      Activity Mats (Space-themed,  
 princess-themed, etc.) 
 Color Your Own Puzzles 
 Puzzles made from Pegs 
 Smart Sand 
 Magnetic Drawing Boards 
 Tetris Puzzles 
 Paint by Sticker Books 
 Wooden Reading Blocks 
 Giant Busy Boxes (or make your own!) 
 Creative Books - Science Books, Hands-On               
      Activity Books 
  

For exact recommended products, visit www.justmeasuringup.com/creative-gift-guide

http://www.justmeasuringup.com/creative-gift-guide
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How to Make a Themed Gift Basket
Homemade gift baskets are always such a hit! They are the perfect holiday gift for families, 
significant others, and kids.  They also are creative, thoughtful, and you can save a little money 
when making them.

1  First, you’ll pick a theme. You can choose any theme, at the budget you need, and be 
as creative as you want. Themes could include crafty gift basket, pizza night gift basket, an  
indoor picnic basket, or a year of dates gift basket. 

I’ve made a crafty gift basket for my sister-in-law, given kids craft baskets to friends for their 
kids, and a year of dates gift basket to my newly-wed sister. They were all hits! Pick a theme that 
you’re recipient will love - and you’re on your way. 
 

2  Next, you’ll choose a creative container. Once you have your theme, you’ll want 
to think of something that goes with your theme that could serve as the basket or container to 
hold everything. Think about size and weight of your gifts - if you are doing a wine basket, you’ll 
need a really strong container.  

For a baking gift basket, you could use a baking bowl or cake tupperware. For a gardener’s gift 
basket, you could use a planter. You could also use a canvas tote bag - especially for nature 
lovers. 

for a thoughtful holiday gift

And if you can’t think of anything creative, there’s nothing 
wrong with using a pretty basket or container. Everyone 
loves those!
 

3  After, you’ll choose your gift basket items. 
These can add up, so you’ll want to make sure that you 
stay on budget. Think about stores with good sales or  
places you can use coupons or coupon codes.  
 
Try to throw in some low-cost items as filler. If you’re  
making a baking basket, throw in sprinkles, cupcake  
wrappers, or cute napkins. I’m all about shopping online, 
but you’ll find much better deals for little things in the 
stores. 
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4  Next, decide if you want a creative filler 
(think shredded paper or tissue paper). However,  
instead of using shredded paper or tissue paper, you 
can always pick a more creative filler. 

For example, if you are doing a kitchen basket, you 
could use towels or cloth napkins. If you are doing an 
indoor picnic basket, you could use a cozy blanket.  
 
You don’t need filler - but it’s something fun to add  
and another chance to be creative with the gift.

5  Assemble your gift basket. You’ll want to 
arrange them in a way that showcases them all.  
 
Start with the larger items and put them in the back. 
Work your way down to the smaller items, which you 
can easily fill in at the front.  

6  Add a cute gift tag. If you’d like, you can  
explain the theme of the basket here (if it needs  
explaining). A sweet poem is always fun to include. 

As for the gift tag itself, you can add a simple gift tag 
and tie it.

Or, you can use a skewer and stick the tag in the 
middle (see last image on the right). 

7 Last, and this is optional, but you can 
wrap the basket. If you’re traveling with it, I 
would recommend a clear gift basket bag, just to 
keep everything together.  
 
There’s also nothing wrong with keeping it open too. 
Or, if you are using a box, you already have a lid. 

That’s it! I’m sure your recipients will appreciate all of 
the thought and creativity that came with their gift!
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12 Gift Basket Ideas

Kids Craft Basket
I love encouraging creativity in kids! My kids would both go nuts for this gift basket. This is a great gift 
idea for crafty kids or kids who already have so many toys. As a nice addition, line this basket with a 
plastic tablecloth, for easy cleanup after art activities.
 
Ideas: markers, colored pencils, paints, paintbrushes, coloring books, craft kits, foam kits, 
suncatcher kits, stickers, sticker books, sidewalk chalk, play dough, mini canvases, crayons, dry 
erase board, cute erasers, pencil box, festive pencils, smocks, card stock, pom-poms, adhesive 
foam.

Adults Craft Basket
I know many crafty moms who would love this gift basket. If you have a crafty person in your life, 
here are some fun ideas. To line the basket, you can use felt or fabric as a fun liner.  

Ideas: ribbons, squiggly scissors, card stock, scrap book paper, fancy markers, color pencils, 
acrylic or watercolor paints, nice set of paint brushes, coloring book for adults, stickers or  
embellishments, washi tape, journal or notebook, stamps and inkpads, fabric makers,  
sharpies, window markers, patches, embroidery floss, hoops, yarn, needles, felt or cute fabric, 
wood rounds.

Kids Rainy Day Basket 

that You Can Easily Make

This is a fun idea for kids if you aren’t sure what to get 
them or if they seem to already have everything. Line the 
basket with a picnic blanket or cuddly reading rug.

Ideas: matchbox cars, stuffed animals, card games 
(decks of cards, learning cards, matching games),  
coloring books and crayons, craft kits, DVDs, army men, 
blocks, plastic jewelry, high-interest books, tea party 
toys, travel board games, Mad Libs, bingo cards. 
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An Entirely Homemade Gift Basket
If you are trying to save money or your crafty side is going strong, make an entire basket for your kids 
or a loved one from homemade items. You can line the basket with your knitting, a homemade mat, or 
t-shirts. 

Ideas: homemade finger puppets, handcrafted matching game, photo puzzle, hopscotch mat, 
dry erase board from a picture frame, scavenger hunt clues, felt busy boards, sticker scenes – 
drawing/printing a landscape for kids to put stickers on, homemade knit scarf, hat, or blanket, 
iron-on or puffy painted t-shirts, homemade games – Bingo, Mad Libs, etc, popsicle stick  
bookmarks, painted mugs.

Self-Care Basket 
This is one of my favorite ideas for moms. Self-care is so important, and today’s world of stress,  
everyone needs time to decompress and take care of themselves, especially busy moms. If you make 
this gift for someone else, make two and give one to yourself! For a fun liner idea, use a soft towel or 
fancy bathrobe.

Ideas: essential oils, Epsom salt, books or magazines, bath scrub, chapstick, lip gloss, slippers, 
cozy blanket, soft towels, favorite snacks, bath soaps, cozy socks, cute hand sanitizer, dry brush, 
yoga mat, gift card to yoga, a juice bar, or the spa, bath tub shelf (you can DIY this!), fresh  
flowers, fresh or dried herbs, candles, sleep mask.

College Student Basket
College students can be hard to shop for! Here are some ideas for items that every college student 
could use. 

Ideas: post-its, highlighters, handy wipes, travel tissues, teas, notebooks, pens/pencils, USB 
cords, USB drives, hard drive, screen protector, blue blocker glasses, cell phone case,  
headphones, canvas totes, scarf and gloves, iTunes gift card.

Practical People Basket
If someone in your life is super practical and appreciates gifts 
they can use, then check out the items in this one!

Ideas: Sharpies, batteries, rubber band ball, pencil  
sharpener, thumb tacks, USB wall plug-in, scotch tape, magic 
eraser, scissors, lint roller, handy wipes, ziplock bags, travel 
sewing kit, extension cords.
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Ideas: jam/spreads, fresh fruit, coffee/tea, mug, syrup, pancake/muffin/scone mix, utensils,  
napkins, movie, mug, honey, fresh baked goods.

Family Game Night
This is a great gift idea for any of your friends with kids - or even for cousins.

Ideas: gift card for takeout, games (Jenga, Dominos, Clue) , card games, favorite snacks &  
beverages. 

Cookie Decorating Gift Box
This is a perfect family activity to do with your family or give to others. If using it with your family, it 
could be a Christmas Eve tradition, where you decorate cookies for Santa.

Ideas: tupperware, cookie jar, festive basket, pre-made cookies (makes the decorating easier), 
icing containers, sprinkles, chips, candy melts, napkins, icing tubes, aprons.

Gifts for the DIYer
If you have a DIYer in your life, here are some fun ideas for them.

Ideas: a tool they’ve been wanting, dusk masks, painters tape, high-quality brushes, paint sticks 
(these are free!), a laser level (the coolest tool!), tool bucket organizer, peg board hooks, back-up 
measuring tape, hammer, or screwdrivers, organization cart, safety glasses, clamps.

Pizza/Pasta Night Basket
This is a fun idea for those who don’t like to cook. If your items 
need to be refrigerated, make sure you’ll be able to get them to a 
fridge. 

Ideas: pasta, sauce, pizza wheel, serving utensils, mini cutting 
board, fresh veggies, favorite  recipe/cooking magazine, pot 
holders, seasonings, wine, napkins, colander, mixing bowl. 

Breakfast in Bed Basket
Perfect for your significant other or any loved one. 
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Printables & Templates 
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Balloons 
  
      Snoopy the Astronaut
  
        Chase from Paw Patrol
  
    Harold the Fireman
  
    Diary of a wimpy Kid
  
    Ice Cream Cone
  

 
   The Grinch
  
   Olaf from Frozen
  
   Green Dinosaur
  
   Trolls 

   Elf On The shelf

Thanksgiving Parade
Scavenger Hunt

Check off or color the boxes as you see the items in the parade. 
To be used with the 2019 Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade

Balloonicles 
  
      Three baby dinos
  
        bulldog
  
  

 
   Bowling scene
  
   nutcracker  
 

How Many? 
  
      _________   Star balloons
  
       _________  Clowns
  
  

 
_________  Marching bands
  
_________  Singers Or performers 

Use tally marks to count how many of each that you find.

What was your favorite part of the parade? Write or draw a picture on the back. 
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DECORATIONS 
  
     Angel
  
       Santa
  
   REindeer
  
   Sleigh 

   POLAR BEAR 
 
   SNOWFLAKE

Holiday Light
Scavenger Hunt

Check off or color the boxes you find on your holiday light scavenger hunt.

Count up all your checkmarks. How many things did you find on the scavenger 
hunt? __________ 
 
Flip your paper over and draw a house on the back. Add as many decorations as 
you can from the above list.

Lights    
  
   Colored Lights
  
   Blinking Lights

WINDOWS & ROOF 
   
   Tree in window 

  Ornaments

  ELF

  TRAIN
 
  Nativity Scene
    
  PENGUIN 
 
  STAR 
 
  GINGERbread man/House

  Present

  nutcracker

  carolers
 
  CANDY CANES
    
  SNOWMAN 
 
 SANTA Hat 
 
  CHARACTERS  
           (Mickey, SNOOPY, OLAF, ETC.)

 
 
  Projected lights

  Blue lights

  GARLAND 

  RIbbon/Bow

 
 
  LIT GARLAND 
 
  SECOND FLOOR LIGHTS

  Wreaths in window 

  CANDLEs IN WINDOWS
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1 Point Items 
    Angel
      Santa
  REindeer
  Sleigh 
  POLAR BEAR 
  SNOWFLAKE 
  christmas cards 
  Toys

“Around the House” 
Christmas Scavenger Hunt

Check off or color the boxes and then add up your points at the end.

Record your totals and add them together.

1 point items _______x 1 =  _____ 
2 point items _______x 2 =  _____ 
3 point items _______x 3 =  _____

2 Point Items    
  Train under the Tree
  GINGERBREAD HOUSE 
  NUTCRACKER 
  LIT GARLAND
  JINGLE BELLS
  Door decoration

3 Point Items 
  CArOlERS 
  MISTletoe 
  holiday pillows 
  Festive Dish towel  

  GINGERBREAD WOMAN
  GINGERBREAD MAN 
  Ornaments
  ELF
  PENGUIN 
  CANDY CANES
  stockings 
  fireplace 
  ice skates

    snowflake
      STAR
  Scrooge 
  WREATH 
  Mrs. Claus
  Tree SKIRT 
  FESTIVE CHARACTER (e.g. 
MICKEY WITH SANTA HAT) 
  Wrapping paper

  WRAPPED PRESENTS
  COLORED LIGHTS
  TWINKLE LIGHTS 
 Christmas Village/houses
  CANDLES 
  SANTA HAT 
  TINSEL

  FESTIVE CHRISTMAS SWEATER 
  REINDEER ANTLER HAT 
  Advent calendar
  holiday Soap 
  poinsettia

  NATIVITY SCENE 
  GRINCH
  HOLIDAY BOOK
  RIBBON
  RED Bow 
  Holiday cookie cutters 
  Festive Tablecloth

  FESTIVE FOOD 
  CANDLEs IN WINDOWS
  Holiday SIgn
  DOVE 
  fruitcake

GRAND TOTAL __________ 
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Preparation for the Coming Season
Things I'd like to do with the family during the holidays
1.                                                                                                                                                    
 
2.                                                                                                                                                   
 
3.                                                                                                                                                    
 
4.                                                                                                                                                    
  
5.                                                                                                                                                    
  
6.                                                                                                                                                   
 
7.                                                                                                                                                    
 
8.                                                                                                                                                    
  
9.                                                                                                                                                    
  
10.                                                                                                                                                   

Things I would like to make   this holiday season 
•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      
 

•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      

•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      
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Preparation for the Coming Season
 Tasks & Chores I can do ahead of time
•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      
 

•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      

•                                                                                                                                                       

  Some Ways I can keep stress down
•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      

•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      

•                                                                                                                                                       
 

Ways I can pract ice self-care
•                                                                                                                                                 

•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      

•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      
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Additional Lists
•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      
 

•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      

•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      

•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      

•                                                                                                                                                       
 
                                                                                                                                                

•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      

•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      

•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      

•                                                                                                                                                       

•                                                                                                                                                      

•                                                                                                                                                      



101

      Tree Garland

Nativity Scene  
Embroidery Hoop

Turkey Leaf

“Merry” Wreath Trees

Angel Dress

Templates
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Winter Felt Scene

102
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Winter Felt Scene
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Winter Felt Scene
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Wood Round  
Ornaments

Reindeer Embroidery Hoop

Holiday Light Craft
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Advent Calendar Tree
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Advent Calendar Tree - 
(fill in the branches that 
are too big for the  
standard page)

107
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craft Materials
For more specific materials and tools that I used, check out the link below. It will 
show you a massive list linked to everything.

https://www.justmeasuringup.com/product-list-of-craft-materials/

Creative GIFT GUIDE 
For specific creative kids gift recommendations, visit my gift guide. This will also 
link to specific products. 
 
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/creative-gift-guide/ 

On the very last page, you’ll find other projects (holiday-related or mentioned in 
the book) with links to my website.

One Last Note...

Thanks so much for reading along! 
I hope this guide has inspired you and will help you  

find more time to slow down and to be creative. 

Wishing you and your  
family a very happy  

holiday season!

Eileen

https://www.justmeasuringup.com/product-list-of-craft-materials/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/creative-gift-guide/ 


109

More Projects You'll Love
• Creative Kids Gift Guide 

https://www.justmeasuringup.com/creative-gift-guide/ 

• Make a Simple Wooden Christmas Star 
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/wooden-star/ 

• Make a Buffalo Check Tabletop Tree 
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/tabletop-tree/ 

• How to Make a String Art Nativity Scene 
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/string-art-nativity/ 

• How to Make Felt Finger Puppets 
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/felt-finger-puppets/ 

• Year of Dates Gift Basket 
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/year-of-dates/ 

• Gingerbread Making Basket 
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/gingerbread-basket/ 

• Cookie Decorating Basket 
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/cooking-deocrating-box/ 

• Creative Photo Books 
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/diy-photo-books/ 

• How to Make a Giant Puzzle 
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/giant-jigsaw/ 

• How to Make a Small Wooden Puzzle 
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/custom-puzzle/ 

• How to Make a Diaper Box Puppet Theater 
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/fall-popsicle-stick-puppets/ 

• How to Make Easy Canvas Wall Art 
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/kids-wall-art/ 

• Easy Thanksgiving Place Cards Kids Can Make 
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/thanksgiving-place-cards/

 https://www.justmeasuringup.com/creative-gift-guide/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/wooden-star/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/tabletop-tree/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/string-art-nativity/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/felt-finger-puppets/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/year-of-dates/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/gingerbread-basket/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/cooking-deocrating-box/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/diy-photo-books/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/giant-jigsaw/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/custom-puzzle/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/fall-popsicle-stick-puppets/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/fall-popsicle-stick-puppets/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/kids-wall-art/
https://www.justmeasuringup.com/thanksgiving-place-cards/

